DID YOU KNOW?

The Gillioz is 80 years
old. Itfirst opened in
1926

The lights in the

Gillioz Lobby have col-
ored bulbs that M.E. Gil-
lioz used to change with
the seasons to make
patrons feel warmer or
colder

The last performance at
the Gillioz in 1979 was by
the Springfield Regional
Opera

Group tours of the Gillioz
are available for minimal
cost. Call 863-7843 for
more details.
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“Encore 2006,” a nine-day series of events show-
casing local and Missouri State University talents,
celebrated the grand reopening of the Gillioz
Theatre on the 80th anniversary of its original
opening.

An estimated 5,000 people participated in the
celebration, which was a collaboration between
the Missouri State University College of Arts and
Letters (COAL) and the Gillioz.

Encore kicked off on October 13 with a 1920’s
Vaudeville show, showcasing talents from the
MSU  Theater and Dance and Music Depart-
ments. There were a variety of other perform-
ances throughout the week, and the final event of
the celebration was the Family Gala on the 22nd,
followed by a Time Capsule ceremony.

Many local arts groups were featured in their
own shows during Encore, including the Skinny
Improv, the Springfield Symphony, and the Mis-
souri Film Alliance. The MSU Jazz Bands, and the
Department of Communication’s Annual Public-
Speaking Showcase.
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“Encore 2006” Reopens t

Members of the Missouri State Pride Band surprise
patrons with a short performance before the opening

night of Vaudeville!, Friday, October 13.

Besides providing the Springfield area with nine nights
of excellent entertainment, Encore also was the first
opportunity for the community to see the theatre
fully restored. Many walked around in awe, admiring
the Egyptian architecture, restored artwork, and
original wall sconces.

Encore 2006 was a huge success, as it displayed the
many uses of the theatre and celebrated the reopen-
ing of the Gillioz.

= "UPCOMING EVENTS .

December 1
Lobby Lunch
First Friday Art Walk & Gillioz Art Contest

December 8-10
I'll be Home for Christmas
(see page 3 for more details on this event)

December 31
First Night

Join us on the first Friday of every month for
Lunch in the Lobby from 11:30am-1pm, and Art
Walk from 6-10pm, featuring different artists
each month!

Events are always being added to the
Gillioz calendar. Visit our web site often to keep
up-to-date on upcoming events!

www.gillioz.org




‘A Ietter from the President...

The glorious and gorgeous Gillioz is now
open! After a successful opening during
Encore 2006, the Gillioz is open for a vari-
ety of events. We currently have booked
several weddings, a holiday business party, a
pageant, a multi-day holiday show, several
film events and one film festival, and a state-

wide business conference.

The intent of redeveloping the Gillioz was
land is to make the Gillioz a beautifully
‘restored multifunctional mid-sized venue.
The Gillioz seats 1117, has superb acoustics, full sound and light, and is

capable of both showing film and broadcasting for television.

Photo by Bob Linder

The opening of the Gillioz, Encore 2006, was a marvelous collabora-
tive effort with Missouri State University and its College of Arts and
Letters and local arts groups. Over 5000 people were involved in
Encore 2006, including over 800 performers and technical people.
Many thanks to Dr. Carol Anne Costabile-Heming and Melodie
Harrington for their focused efforts from MSU. This was truly a town-
gown collaboration. The opening month brought a sample of anything

and everything that can occur in the Gillioz.

Springfield Landmarks Presentation Trust, the board responsible for
the Gillioz restoration, was recently honored by the Springfield
Contractor’s Association. The board received the high honor of
Developer of the Year for the restoration project. Robert Naftzger
from the Conrad Schmidt Studio, plaster restorers and surface painter
for the Gillioz, was honored as Craftsman of the Year. Our Superin-
tendent, Darrell Montgomery, was recognized as Superintendent of

the Year.

We are deeply honored to have the construction community regard
the Gillioz in such high esteem. Of the 29 subcontractors who
worked on the project, 25 were local businesses. Over 300 individuals

Qave worked on the project in the last several years.
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Wellington Place (417-866-4630) , a private banquet facility, is now
open on the second floor of the Morris Building (the adjacent and
conjoined former Netter’s building). Wellington Place offers a
lovely restored setting for receptions, dinners, and other events.
The facility can seat up to 300 people for a sit down dinner and
over 600 people can enjoy a stand up event. The possibility of com-
bined uses of this reception space and the theater brings many

opportunities for a variety of groups.

In late spring, Tonic Ultralounge will open in the first floor of the
Morris Building. This upscale bar and restaurant will offer a menu
and amenities that are unique for our growing and vibrant down-
town. The third floor of the Morris building is currently being

considered by several excellent tenants.

If you have not been in the Gillioz yet, you are invited to attend the
December 1 First Friday Art Walk. The Springfield Visual Arts
Alliance and the Springfield Camera Club will present a juried art
show. The subject for all artists is the Gillioz. It will be interesting

to see how individuals visually interpret this historic theater.

We also offer a First Friday Lobby Lunch. Between 11:30 and 1.00
on First Friday , enjoy a lunch from Wellington Place, get a preview
of the First Friday Art Walk, and listen to live entertainment in the
lobby. Plan to bring your friends and co-workers to enjoy this
unique opportunity. If you will be bringing a group, please call
Gillioz Business Manager, Rachel Wright, at 863-7843to reserve

your table.

Join us in celebrating the next 80 years of the historic Gillioz Thea-
tre. Itis truly a community gem. We look forward to seeing you in

the Gillioz.
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" A Stroll Down Memory Lane...

| grew up enjoying movies at the Gillioz and

ways organ music, but also there were al-

ways special things going on. | was there
one Saturday when the friend with me won

| remember

I’'m now 80, so that must
| particu-

MEMBERS: R
Dave Coonrod, V.P. Electric Theatre on the square.
Byrne Blackwood going often with my parents from the time |
- Bob Bryant was four or five
Ray Birchler P :
en Case
Teerm Eralty en y have been around 1929 or_ 1930_.
Virginia Mee larly remember the movies with Jeanette
Jeanne Duffey .
' Debbie Morris MacDonald and Nelson Eddy, Ginger Rogers
Bill Dunton Gloria Roling and Fred Astaire, and Shirley Temple.

Carolyn Gerdes
Laurali Gillenwaters
John Housley
Curtis Jared

Faye Sturhahn

A little later, | went every Saturday to the
morning movies with cliff-hanging serials
and double features.

As a teenager, | was a classmate of Marilyn

“before

e Jorgensen (later Blackwell), and loved hear-
Philip Rothschild ing her sing during those special
Mark Steiner movie” programs. Of course, there was al-
Robert Westenberg

a big Shirley Temple doll at a drawing.

I am so glad all that work over the last few
years is finally paying off!

Peggy Culbertson
Springfield

Do you have a memory of the Gillioz you'd
like to share? Send it in and maybe you'll
see it published in the next Gillioz newslet-
ter!
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-
Show Your
Support

stages of the project.

show your support of and appreciation for the Gillioz.

helped restore.
Springfield history!

donation and filling out a pledge card (found on page 4).

(he Gillioz Theatre is a 501-C3 entity.

Although restoration of the Gillioz has been completed, commu-
nity support and donations are still needed to pay for the final

The Take A Seat Program (below) is a wonderful way to

When

you purchase a seat, your tax-deductible donation will be recog-
nized by a plaque affixed to the seat you have purchased and
What a wonderful way to put your name on

You can also show your support for the Gillioz through making a

All donations are greatly appreciated and fully tax deductible.

/

THAKE

A SEAT

A delightful musical about family and hope in the golden
days of radio broadcasts. It includes the sounds of the
1940s Big Bands and the concerns of a family living in a
country on the verge of the Second World War.

“I'll Be Home For Christmas” is a production of the
worship and drama ministries of Second Baptist Church.
A portion of all tickets will be given to five Springfield
agencies: Victory Mission, Pregnancy Care Center, Family
Violence Center, Springfield Public Schools’ Challenge
Treatment Center, and the Springfield Landmarks Preser-
vation Trust.

Showtimes:

Friday, December 8 7:30pm
Saturday, December 9 2:30 & 7:30pm
Sunday, December 10 2:30 & 7:30pm.

Tickets

Adults $12.50, Children $10

Dinner & Show (Saturday only) Adults $36, Children $34
Call MSU TIX (836-7678) for tickets and information

YES, | 'LL DO MY PART TO HELF REETORE THE HISTORIC GILLIOZ THEATRE
BEY TAKING PART IN THE “TAKE A SEAT” PROGRAM. | UNDERSTAND MY
DOMATION WILL BE RECOGNIZED WITH MY/OUR NAME(E) PLACED ON A
PLAGUE AFFIXED TO THE EEAT(S) |/'WE REETORE.
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THANK YOU.

YOUR HELP 1S GREATLY APPRECIATED.

PLEASE CHECK YOUR CHOICE OF SEAT(S)

[] Box SEAT SOLD ouT
[ ] LoGE $1500.00
[ ] FRONT ORCHESTRA $1000.00
[ | BACK ORCHESTRA $500.00
[ | FRONT BALCONY $300.00
[[] BACK BALCONY $250.00

PLEASE MAKE CHECHK PAYAEBLE To:

THE SPRINGFIELD LANDMARKS
PRESERVATION TRUST,. INC.

THE GILLIOLI THEATRE
32E ParRK CENTRAL EAST
BEFRINGFIELD, M3 EE80E

LOCATED IN THE REAGAN CEHNTER
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Springfield Landmarks Preservation Trust

Phone: 417-863-7843
E-mail: gillioztheatre @gmail.com

Visit us on the web:

www.gillioz.org

Sign up for the Gillioz Theatre E-mail newsletter at:

http://www.gillioz.org/registration.html

'L LI 01

THEATRE

MName:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

l/we promise to pay $ beginning /

Payments will be made as follows: (JEnclosed (OMenthly CQuarterly JSemi-Annually JAnnually

Over the following peried: (Jone year htwo years [Mthree years Hour years ive years
Card Account Number :| | | || | || | | || | | | | | || | - e

or make your check payable to: Eipialon Dute

Springfield Landmarks Preservation Trust Inc.

Gillioz Theatre

325 Park Central East

Springfield, Missouri 65806 Signature:

PLepce CaRrD



